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the British public through his speeches and writings. In the general
election of 1918, he was busy drawing the attention of the British
people to the problems of India.
The Government feared and hated Tilak. They tried to paint him
black. The Sedition Committee Report appeared within a week of the
Montagu-Chelmsford Report. A commission had been appointed
by the Government of India to investigate the question of sedition
and was presided over by Mr. Justice Rowlatt. The recommendations
contained proposals for imprisoning and interning revolutionary
suspects on the order of a judicial board without open trial. Tilak was
given a very prominent place in the report and his activities were
shown to foster and encourage revolutionary activities.
Contrary to the expectations of the Government, Tilak's popular-
ity increased. While on his way to England, he was elected president
of the forthcoming Congress. In his absence, the Congress was held at
Delhi in December, with Pandit Malaviya as the president.
The Delhi session revealed a more resolute spirit and a new
determination. Its departure from the traditional effusive "loyalty
resolutions" was significant of a change in the Congress mentality.
One of the first resolutions was on the Rowlatt Report. "The
recommendation of the Rowlatt Committee if given effect to will
interfere with the fundamental rights of the Indian people."
The resolution on self-determination was a new departure in the
history of the Congress. It said :
"In view of the pronouncements of President Wilson, Mr. Lloyd
George, and other statesmen, that to ensure the future peace of the
world, the principle of self-determination should be applied to all
progressive nations, this Congress claims the recognition of India by
the British Parliament and by the Peace Conference as one of the
progressive nations to whom the principle of self-determination
should be applied.
"As a practical application of the principle in India, the first step
should be the removal of the hindrance to free discussion, and, there-
fore, the immediate repeal of all laws, regulations, and ordinances
restricting the free discussion of political questions ; and further, the
abolition of the laws, regulations and ordinances which confer on the
executive the power to arrest, detain, extern or imprison any British
subject in India outside the process of ordinary civi>or criminal and
the assimilation of the law of sedition to that of England, and finally